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“We prepare our students for life, work and citizenship in the twenty-first century.”  
 
It was a pleasure to visit with each department during this year and to get to know a little bit more 
about you and the exciting work that you are engaged in. I am so impressed with your 
accomplishments and especially your work with students and your engagement with the community 
(both local and global) in meaningful research, scholarship, and creative activity. I am truly proud to 
be associated with such an incredible group of faculty.  
 
In our conversations, I have heard that we need to address some key issues – better space utilization 
to serve our students and programs; support for online delivery of courses; promotion and 
facilitation of interdisciplinary endeavors; help with marketing our strengths; and ways to make 
selective investments in faculty, infrastructure and technology. The deans, campus leadership team, 
and I will be examining these issues at some length over the summer and I will look to further 
engagement with you on addressing them in the fall. 
 
During the three campus conversations we engaged in some great discussions about how to 
prioritize our student success goals. Our participation in AASCU’s Re-Imagining the First Year and 
our commitment to Our Husky Compact provides an opportunity to establish a framework for 
student success. We expect to have enrollment management and student success plans that establish 
standards of care across the University to improve retention, timely 
graduation, career success and closing the achievement gap. Based 
on those campus conversations, we will continue to emphasize:  
 

• Outreach and recruitment into new markets, partnerships, 
and modes of delivery  

• 1st year initiatives like Huskies 1st Four, first-year seminars, 
gateway courses, meta majors, and direct declare  

• Credit-taking behavior and intrusive advising 
• Aligning majors with career planning and success 
• Holistic support for our students from financial need, 

counseling, mentorship, and co-curricular engagement  
 
While these efforts focus on the undergraduate experience, we must 
continue to foster support for graduate education. We need to 
carefully examine the portfolio of graduate programs as well as 



sustain and develop our niche in applied and interdisciplinary programs aligned with the needs of 
business, industry, and the market, with an eye to revenue-generation.   
 
It has truly been an exciting and productive year. Our faculty, staff, and students have developed 
partnerships, explored new countries, secured top grants, and received international recognitions.  
 
As we look ahead to the next academic year, we will have our HLC accreditation visit in November, 
finalize the refresh of the University’s Strategic Plan, focus on Our Husky Compact dimension of 
“Engaging as a Member of a Diverse and Multicultural World,” and continue the work on 
organizational financial sustainability.  
 
It is fitting that we end the year with Commencement.  It is a time to share the excitement and 
importance of our students’ academic accomplishments. With our students, their family and friends, 
our colleagues, and our wider community, we pay tribute to the achievements of our students.  
 
Thank you for all that you do on behalf of our students and have a wonderful summer. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Ashish K. Vaidya 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 

 

Academic Affairs Report 
New Probationary Faculty in FY17 

In Fall 2016, we expect to welcome nine new probationary faculty members to our academic 
community. We will have new probationary faculty members joining the Mass Communications 
Department in the College of Liberal Arts; the Chemistry and Biochemistry Department in the 
College of Science and Engineering; the Information Systems and Management Departments in the 
Herberger Business School; and the Nursing and Community Psychology, Counseling, and Family 
Therapy Departments in the School of Health and Human Services.  
 

Academic Affairs Assembly 
The inaugural Academic Affairs Assembly took place on April 1st, 2016 in the Atwood Ballroom. 
The theme of Student Success remained in the forefront. Dr. Kristian Twombly shared student 
responses to a survey about the importance of the six learning outcomes of Our Husky 
Compact (OHC) as well as the accomplishments to date and plans for assessing the OHC outcomes. 
Provost Vaidya and others provided updates about student success initiatives currently underway. 
Dr. Glenn Davis and Mr. Adam Klepetar delivered an overview of the Re-Imagining the First Year 
project noting that SCSU is one of only 44 institutions selected by American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities (AASCU) to be part of this prominent endeavor. Provost Vaidya, in his 
continued effort to recognize outstanding faculty, unveiled plans for the first Provost’s Scholarship 
Symposium and Colloquium which will feature and celebrate the exceptional scholarship of our 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/ourhuskycompact/
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/ourhuskycompact/
http://www.aascu.org/newsreleases/RFY/


faculty. In addition, he recognized the first St. Cloud State Foundation Board Grant recipient, 
Eddah Mutua. The grant will allow Dr. Mutua the opportunity to continue her work with the 
Communicating Common Ground Program. 
 

The Inaugural Provost’s Scholarship Symposia and Colloquia 
The Provost’s Engaged Scholarship Symposia and Sabbatical Colloquia will be forums for the 
dissemination of current scholarship by St. Cloud State faculty. These events will feature outstanding 
faculty scholars who are improving the richness of campus life through their distinguished work. 
 
The Symposium on Engaged Scholarship will highlight faculty scholarship related to the 
surrounding community/region. The Sabbatical Colloquium will honor those faculty who have 
made robust progress during their sabbaticals. These two events shall occur every year and will be 
open to the campus and external community. More details to follow. 
 

Student Success and RFY 
St. Cloud State University is one of 44 colleges nationwide to participate in the American 
Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) three year Re-Imagining the First Year of 
College project. Provost Ashish Vaidya; Vice President, Wanda Overland; Interim Assistant 
Provost, Adam Klepetar; and Department Chairperson, Glenn Davis attended the opening meeting 
to launch the project in Austin Texas in early February. At the meeting, the 
participants identified projects in four different categories—faculty and 
staff, students, curriculum, and institutional intentionality. These categories and corresponding 
strategies have been points of discussion with faculty, staff, and students at Student Success 
Advisory Council and Student Success Management Team meetings. 
  
Key projects already started include a new advising model in the School of Public Affairs, which 
has professional advisors to support faculty for the entirety of a student’s time at SCSU. A first year 
seminar pilot will be launched in fall of 2016. A faculty learning community has been 
established which focuses on gateway/impact courses. This year’s faculty workshop day, on April 
1, focused on issues that came from the Re-imagining the First Year of College project. 
Fundamentally, George Mehaffy, AASCU Vice President for Academic Leadership and 
Change, urged participants to think about how things would change if we focused our collective 
energy on learning via a student-centered approach. For more information about the project visit the 
AASCU Re-Imagining the First Year of College website.  
 

http://www.aascu.org/RFY/


 
 

Foundation Grants 
The St. Cloud State University Board of Directors, recognizing the need for additional investment in 
faculty development and student support, launched its Foundation Grant program in FY 2016.  The 
grants are from unrestricted gifts made by donors to the Foundation and the amount available for 
distribution will be determined annually by the Board.  The program will be administered through 
the Office of the Provost with the Executive Committee of the Foundation’s Board evaluating and 
determining the awards. 
 

Student Registration and Financial Services 
The Student Registration and Financial Services (SRFS) website is live!  This website is designed to 
integrate student-related content from the websites of Billing and Payments, Financial Aid, and 
Records and Registration.  Integrating this content into one website, an online student 
administrative services environment was created to positively impact student success by making it 
easier for students to navigate the information and tasks related to the business-side of their student 
experience. 
 
The Office of Records and Registration and the Financial Aid Office still have “home” websites 
with remaining content whose audience is faculty and staff but the vast majority of all content that 
resided on these websites is now integrated into the Student Registration and Financial Services site. 
 

SCSU Partnerships with NHCC 
SCSU is partnering with North Hennepin Community College to offer four-year degree completion 
programs to NHCC graduates. These programs will be completely or partially delivered at NHCC or 
via distance technology.  Some of the first programs to enroll students will be Special Education, 
and Community Psychology.  Software Engineering and Radiologic Technology are also being 

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/srfs/registration/default.aspx


developed. Faculty and staff from both institutions are working on degree pathways, course transfer 
issues, and logistics for placements.  These pilot projects will lay the groundwork for additional 
degree completion programs in the future.  
 

SCSU Twin Cities Location 
The lease on the current Twin Cities Graduate Center in Maple Grove will expire at the end of fall 
semester 2016. As a result, the facility will be moving to a new location. MnSCU Board of Trustees 
have approved the site at 9750 Rockford Road in Plymouth as the new SCSU Twin Cities location. 
It is anticipated the move will occur during the Fall 2016 – Spring 2017 semester break. 
 

Faculty Marshals Selected for Spring Commencement 
We are excited to announce the following faculty were selected by their Dean to act as faculty 
marshals for 2016 Spring Commencement!  These faculty have been chosen to fulfill this honor 
because of their dedication to quality teaching and student mentoring. 
  

Susantha Herath, Information Systems 
Representing Herberger Business School 

 
Grama N. Rangamani, Communication Sciences and Disorders 

Representing School of Health & Human Services 
 

Steven Anderson, Academic Support 
Representing University College 

 
Stephen Frank, Political Science 
Representing School of Public Affairs 

 
Terry Vermillion, Music 

Representing College of Liberal Arts 
 

Balsy Kasi, Environmental and Technological Studies 
Representing College of Science & Engineering / School of Graduate Studies 

 
Mary Beth Noll, Special Education 

Representing School of Education 
 

John Sinko, Physics 
Representing School of Graduate Studies 

 
 

Academic Spotlights 



As a community, we’d like to celebrate the great work done every day by faculty and staff. Read 
about how Dr. Rebecca Krystyniak helped to develop the Teacher Preparation Initiative (TPI) into 
the Ignite Center. 

We know your heart and passion are with our students. Look forward to the pilot of our 
new Student Spotlights, focusing on several collaborative projects between our students and faculty, 
over the summer. 

We’ve made it easier to share your accomplishments with the Provost’s Office! The Academic 
Affairs website homepage now includes a “Share your Accomplishment” feature that allows you to 
share accomplishments, awards, and achievements with us. Click on the button on the homepage, or 
use this survey to let us know what you’re doing! 

Additionally, if you would like to nominate a faculty member or student to be featured in an 
academic spotlight, please email acadaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu. 

 

Kudos! Grants and Awards 
• Hellervick Prize: We are happy to share that Dr. Eddah Mutua, Department of 

Communication Studies, has won the prestigious Hellervick Prize for her work, Embracing 
Intercultural Communication Pedagogies to Promote Intercultural and Global 
Understanding in "Global" Classrooms in Central Minnesota. Dr. Mutua has had an amazing 
impact on our academic community, St. Cloud, our region, and state. Her work also extends 
internationally as she reaches out to her native Kenya. Please join us in congratulating Dr. 
Mutua. 

 
• Miller Scholars: We would like to congratulate Dr. Kate Pound and Dr. Kristin Bratt as 

well as Dr. Matthew Julius, Mr. Bill Gorcica, and Dr. Mark Gill for receiving Miller Scholar 
awards. Drs. Pound and Bratt are recognized for "The Poetry of Place: Pedagogy and 
Anthology" - a project that will develop an interdisciplinary course combining geology, 
poetry, and the study of political movements. Drs. Julius and Gill along with Mr. Gorcica are 
recognized for "Seeing the Unseeable" - a project which intends to reorganize existing 
ISELF facilities into a Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics 
(STEAM) center and create a traveling virtual reality kit for use in both on and off campus 
demonstrations. 
 

• Saigo Awards: We are pleased to share the following winners of the Saigo Fund Awards: 
Younsook Anna Yeo for "Differential Effects of Social Networks on Mammography Use by 
Poverty Status"; Susantha Hearth for "The Economy of Healthcare: Disparity of 
Insured/Uninsured Profiles among European Immigrants in the United States"; Sarah Smits-
Bandstra for "Self-Help groups enhance student learning in fluency disorders 
courses"; and Eddah Mutua for "From Kenya to St. Cloud, Minnesota: Community Building 
though Service-Learning and Technology."  

http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/faculty/story.aspx?pubID=180&issueID=36423&storyID=46246
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/provost/news/student/default.aspx
https://stcloudstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_39rhnLFdpQP7a85
mailto:acadaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu


• The Distinguished Thesis Award: We are delighted to share that Mr. Jordan Kuiper has 
won this award for his thesis, Abatement of Type1 Diabetes as a Result of Polychlorinated Biphyenl 
(PCB)-153 Exposure in the Non-Obese Diabetic (NOD) Mouse Modal. Mr. Kuiper graduated in 
May 2015 with a M.S. in Cell and Molecular Biology. His thesis was submitted for 
consideration by Dr. Marina Cetkovic-Cvrlje, Dr. Timothy Schuh, and Dr. Latha 
Ramakrishnan. Mr. Kuiper was nominated by the Biology graduate program for his 
outstanding master’s level research in Cell and Molecular Biology.  
 

• We would like to recognize three of our current Social Studies Education majors: Tom 
Stoffel, Alex Voigt, and Dave Evensen, who were all awarded a grant from the MN Council 
for the Social Studies to pursue a curriculum project they are developing called "Fins, 
Feathers, Forest and Fur: A Curriculum Guide to Minnesota's Great Outdoors." This is an 
extremely innovative, and creative curriculum project that will allow Social Studies teachers 
from across the state the opportunity to teach one-day lessons that are connected to 
Minnesota's outdoor activities. It should be noted that this is the first time a group of pre-
service students have been awarded a grant from MCSS. 

• Husky DECA has received the National Community Service Award for the past two 
years. They have earned Diamond status with the state for the past three years and 
Presidential status nationally for the past two years. These are the highest awards a club can 
have. Craig Wilson, Assistant Professor in the Accounting Department, is the advisor for 
Husky Collegiate DECA at St. Cloud State. 
 

• Ken Rebeck, an Economics professor, worked with financial and economics education 
experts across the country to create national standards-based personal finance tests for 
elementary schools (Basic Finance Test), middle schools (Test of Financial Knowledge), and 
high schools (Test of Financial Literacy).  He also co-authored with William Walstad 
(University of Nebraska) the examiner’s manuals for each test.  In November, 2015, he 
received the Henry H. Villard Research Award from the National Council for Economic 
Education in recognition of his “leadership that has had an extraordinary, positive impact on 
economic education research.”  

 
• Associate Professor Matthew Ferrell is a 2016 International Conductors Exchange Program 

(ICEP) fellow and one of seven United States conductors who will travel to South Korea 
this August. Read more here. 

 

 

Updates and Announcements 
• Spring Commencement: Please note that Spring Commencement will be held on Friday, 

May 6th, 10:30 am & 3:00 pm at the Herb Brooks National Hockey Center. 
• Important Calendars: Please review the 2016-2017 Academic Calendar and check out the 

new Faculty Duty Day Calendar for 2016-2017. 

http://outlook.stcloudstate.edu/choral-director-to-conduct-in-korea/#sthash.PUxthkcn.dpuf
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/events/academic.asp?startYear=2016
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/facultyresources/_files/documents/FY17%20Faculty%20Duty%20Day%20Calendar%20FINAL%2016%200121.pdf


• All previous Provost Newsletters are available on the Academic Affairs website! Check out 
the Newsletter Archive. 

 

  
 
Please email academicaffairsweb@stcloudstate.edu if you have any comments, 
questions, or concerns about this newsletter or the Academic Affairs website. 
Copyright © 2014 St. Cloud State University. 
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